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13 June 19%%

Bonoreble Arthur 8. Flemsing

Director, Office of Defense Mobllizetion
Exscutive Office of the President
Weshingbon 85; D. G

Dear Dr. Flemming:

In your letter of 1 Jume 1955, to the Director Cemtral Imtelligence
Agency, concerning the steps which might be taken to mimimize the wul-
nerability of owr trans-Pacific telscommmications service, you requested
commants on en inclosed staff gtudy on the subject.

With regerd tc recommendation (2), to purchelBe mnd activate the
exigting cable in the Pacific, this Agency questions the validity of the
estimated cost thereof and also doubts that the csble would be worth
the gost of rehabilitation. (Careful comsideration was given to a
similar proposal by the Joint Coemmications-Electronics Commitiee during
the wzg&g-wm The conclusion wms that rehabili-
tation gost.) Prior to say further actiom, the
availability of & "cable ship" should be determined, together with en
estimate of the contimmed msintenance costs of this cable, vhich is old
end which bas been out of cperation for ysars.

With regard to recompendations (b), that the Department of Defense
include iz its plaxming forward scatter radio systems beyosnd Hawail, and
{c), that exploration be wmdertaken to ascertain the basis under vhich a
modern cable eonld be provided from San Framcisco to Hewaill, are con-
curred in by the Central Imtelligence Agency.

Simmzy;

25X1A9A
Director of Commmications
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